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Senior management 
and international business 
major Jose Arturo Guerra 
defeated Joshuah David 
Law for the Student 
Government Association 
presidency in elections 
conducted March 30-31.
Guerra received 
512 votes to Law’s 391, Elections 
Commissioner David Boon announced 
March 31 in the Student Union’s Salon 
Jacaranda.
“I’m excited, I’m proud to be 
representing the student body for the next 
year,” Guerra told The Collegian in an 
interview April 1.
Some of the issues Guerra would like to 
address next academic year are removing 
additional and unnecessary student fees 
and extending the library hours.
“One of the issues I would like to get 
into is about extending the library hours,” 
he said.
Asked what his goals for next year 
are, he replied: “I want the students’ 
concerns to be heard. Any student that 
has an important issue is welcomed to 
join us in making UTB a better place for 
the students. I want to promote student 
success.”
Guerra said the SGA needs to target the 
big issues concerning the student body 
and the community.
He previously served as the senate’s 
vice president of accounting and finance.
In the uncontested race for vice 
president of administration, Norma Linda 
Reyna, a sophomore communication 
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Arturo Guerra elected SGA president
Zavaleta appointed to EPA’s ‘Good Neighbor’ board
• See ‘Elections,’ Page  14
C.H.A.N.G.E. (Communities Handling 
the Advancement and Networking of 
Gender Equity) will sponsor a week of 
events that lead up to the National Day of 
Silence, which is Friday.
The National Day of Silence is “when 
people vow not to speak to bring attention 
to the adversity the LGBT [Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgendered] community 
faces, such as bullying and harassment,” 
David Hernandez, vice president of the 
C.H.A.N.G.E. student organization, wrote 
in an e-mail sent to The Collegian. 
The events start at 11 a.m. today in 
the Endowment Courtyard with a Letter 
Writing Campaign regarding LGBT 
inequality in Texas.
At 6 p.m. Tuesday, history Assistant 
Professor Philip Samporano will present 
a lecture titled “LGBT Rights Since the 
1970s” in the SET-B third-floor conference 
room.
The documentary “Bullied” will be 







Tony Zavaleta has been 
appointed to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Good Neighbor 
Environmental Board.
The appointment was 
made in January of this 
year, and the first board 
meeting took place March 22.
According to its website, the Good 
Neighbor Environmental Board is an 
independent U.S. presidential advisory 
committee that was created in 1992 under 
the Enterprise for the Americas Initiative 
Act. Its mission is to advise the president 
and Congress of the United States on 
“good neighbor” environmental and 
infrastructure practices along the U.S. 
border with Mexico. 
The board does not carry out any 
specific program, it only advises when it 
comes to the problems the border region 
faces, as well as the opportunities at hand. 
The Good Neighbor Board is the only 
EPA board that answers directly to the 
president, Zavaleta said.
The board meets twice each year in 
various U.S. border communities and once 
in Washington, D.C. Its recommendations 
for action are submitted to the president 
and Congress in the form of annual 
reports. 
About the selection process for board 
members, Zavaleta explained that “the 
nominations go to the president.”
“I was nominated by the office of the 
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The Student Government Association 
has approved resolutions to support a 
mayoral candidate forum and award a 
UTB/TSC faculty member a one-year 
pass to the Recreation, Education and 
Kinesiology Center.
Resolution 32 allocates $170 for the 
purchase of an ad in The Collegian 
promoting the forum sponsored by the 
Center for Civic Engagement’s Project 
100% and $23.50 for the purchase of a 
Project 100% stamp, which will be used to 
certify any student activity form and other 
Project 100% material.
Resolution No. 33, titled “Let them 
sweat to appreciate their sweat off their 
back,” states that a REK [Center] Pass 
will be given to a deserving staff or faculty 
member.
According to the resolution, “a minimal 
amount of professors are currently enrolled 
and are required to pay for membership to 
the REK Center.”
The membership will be given to 
professors selected by the SGA and the 
Campus Recreation administration.
“These people are doing extracurricular 
activities, going beyond their classrooms, 
going beyond the 8 to 5 p.m. [work shifts] 
to help out students, and this is for free,” 
SGA President Jorge Muñoz said. “This 
is a way to say thank you to those great 
people.”
UTB/TSC Associate Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Ethel Cantu informed 
the senate about the Achieving the Dream 
Foundation, whose program will be 
implemented at UTB/TSC over a three-
year period.
“We are very pleased to participate in 
this project, with that goal, improving 
student success, with the aid of Achieving 
the Dream,” Cantu said.
According to its website, “Achieving the 
Dream is a national nonprofit organization 
dedicated to helping more community 
college students succeed, particularly 
students of color and low-income students.” 
Achieving the Dream is based on the 
premise that to improve student success 
on a substantial scale, colleges need 
to fundamentally change the way they 
operate.
The program has four principles, five 
steps and one goal.
Their four principles of institutional 
improvement are
--committed leadership;




The five-step process for increasing 
student success is to commit to improve 
student outcomes; use data to prioritize 
actions; engage stakeholders to help 
develop a plan; implement, evaluate, and 
improve strategies, and establish a culture 
of continuous improvement.
The goal is to improve student 
progression through intermediate 
milestones.
The SGA canceled its March 29 regular 
meeting in order to meet with University 
of Texas System officials to discuss the 
distribution of buildings on campus now 
that UT-Brownsville and Texas Southmost 
College will end their 20-year partnership. 
SGA Vice President of Policy and 
Procedure Javed Paiman asked board of 
regents Vice Chairman Steven Hicks how 
the buildings on campus will be shared 
between UTB and TSC.
Such buildings as the Student Union and 
REK Center will continue to be shared by 
the institutions, said UT System board of 
regents member Robert L. Stillwell.
“We have the resources, we have the 
students; we have the staff and faculty,” 
Stillwell said. “The buildings are probably 
easier to handle.” 
The officials also discussed accreditation 
for both institutions.
“As we separate, both UTB and 
TSC will retain accreditation until the 
separation finally takes place,” Hicks 
said. “We will both be working toward 
maintaining or retaining accreditation 
beyond that separation and for us, for UTB 
that is relatively forward. For TSC, they’ve 
got to start building the capacity to earn 
accreditation by having administration and 
faculty and so forth.”
SGA to help promote Project 100%’s candidates’ forum
By Cleiri Quezada
The Collegian
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Ethel Cantu presents the senate information 
on “Achieving the Dream,” a program that works 
with institutions to help students progress through 
college. Cantu addressed the senate last Tuesday.
leslie BarrienTos/Collegian
Chris Scott
The staff of UTB/TSC’s Department 
of Student Media has brought home 
12 awards from the 102nd annual 
Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
Convention.
In live, on-site contests conducted 
during the association’s convention March 
31-April 2 in Fort Worth, Webcast Editor 
Michael Peña placed first in Video News.
Spanish Editor Héctor Aguilar placed 
second in Spanish News Writing. Receiving 
honorable mentions were advertising sales 
representative Lucia Regalado in Yearbook 
Design and staff writer Francisco Garza for 
TV Sports Writing. 
The Collegian’s Feb. 21 issue received 
third place in the Best of Show category for 
Division 2, which consists of newspapers 
that publish at least once a week and whose 
enrollment is in the top half of entries.
In contests for work published during 
2010, The Collegian also competed in 
Division 2. Former Collegian Editor 
Julianna Sosa placed first in single subject 
presentation for her design “President’s 
Cup: The Final Four.” Advertising 
Manager Jimena Evia placed first for 
her advertisement design for Vertigo 
Nightclub.
Cartoonist Michelle Serrano placed 
second for her work titled, “We’re getting 
a divorce,” in which she personified 
UTB and TSC as a married couple going 
through a divorce because the University 
of Texas System announced it would no 
longer continue the partnership between 
the institutions. 
Former Spanish Editor Ana Laura 
Martell placed second in Spanish Writing 
for “Encuentro de Alcaldes.” 
Former Sting Radio News Director 
Aundrea Hall placed third in radio spot 
news for “UTB/TSC student killed in 
Mexico.”
Receiving honorable mentions were 
former Sports Editor Chris Scott in sports 
news story for “Going, going, gone” 
and Evia for her Borders Apartments 
advertisement. 
A total of 503 students representing 
48 colleges and universities participated 
The Collegian, Sting Radio win 12 awards at state competition
• See ‘TIPA,’ Page 16






Lucia Regalado Michael Peña
Add bike trails
“Well, I’ve been meaning to ride my 
bike more often to school--well, do it 
mainly, but I don’t mainly 
[because of] traffic. 
I moved to a place 
where there’s a 
lot of traffic, so 
it doesn’t let me 
do it, but I’m 
trying to figure 
out a way to 
make it over here, 
and it will help me 
save gas and shed a few pounds, and 
it’ll work both ways for me. … Well, 
[the city] could make more [bicycle] 
trails. I know there’s one that goes 
around Brownsville, but I’m not too 
sure if it leads out anywhere close to 
over here. But that’d be good if there 
were more trails available, and it 
wouldn’t be so risky crossing traffic.”
Money fix
“So the monetary system has crippled 
our society; it’s a system that is not 
working at this minute, at this moment 
in life. There’s money for war but 
there is no money for 
food. It’s a system 
that only helps 
1 percent of the 
population, which 
is all the people 
with the suits, 
all the people 
that have all the 
control that make all 
the decision[s]. Now, all our education 
is underfunded because of this 
system; this system does not work. I 
recommend the Zeitgeist Movement, 
which is also with the Venus Project. 
If you can look into that, you go to 
thezeitgeistmovement.com and look 
for videos for all that good stuff.”
Nursing struggles
 “Well, I just have a general problem 
with the nursing faculty. We have one 
week left of actual course work, then we 
enter into our final stages … but we’ve 
come up to a point to 
where right now 
we are struggling 
and the professors 
aren’t helping us, 
almost like they’ve 
given up on us. … 
As the semesters go, 
it gets harder but the 
professors are there still. 
… It seems as though the professors are 
tired of helping. I don’t know what the 
reason is and there is a good majority-
-we are 99 students--you are talking 
about 60, more who are failing.”
If you go to a 
restaurant and 
in it there is a 
painting you find 
offensive, you 
are in all your 
right as a paying 
customer to talk 
to the manager 
and ask for the 
removal of said 
painting or you will take your business 
elsewhere.
The same should not be true for 
government.
Maine Gov. Paul LePage took down 
a labor-themed mural from the lobby 
of Maine’s Department of Labor after 
complaints from business over the mural 
being too hostile toward them.
The mural depicts Maine’s labor history, 
including a paper mill strike, child workers, 
female shipbuilders and former U.S. Labor 
Secretary Frances Perkins, whose parents 
were from Maine.
If businesses believe history is being too 
hostile toward them, then they should not 
repeat past mistakes.
Government should not be trying to 
appeal to business; it should be the other 
way around.
And if a company says, “I am not doing 
business in your state unless you do what 
I want,” the response should be: “Don’t let 
the door hit you on the way out.”
In this nation we are slowly seeing what 
happens when companies are allowed to 
do as they please.
The problem with that is that for most 
companies, what only matters is the 
bottom line. So what if their product is 
not regulated, who cares if they base 
their companies outside America to avoid 
paying taxes, as long as they keep making 
money? 
But pleasing business might end up 
costing LePage more than he expected.
The U.S. Department of Labor said he 
violated the terms of a federal grant when 
he removed the mural.
Now, the federal government, which 
paid 63 percent of the mural’s $60,000 
cost, wants its money back.
LePage has three options: He can return 
the mural to the lobby from where he 
took it down, exhibit the mural in another 
government building where it can be 
viewed by the public or use taxpayers’ 
money to pay the government back for its 
share of the mural.
This may also end up costing LePage his 
job.
About 350 people demonstrated in the 
State House April 4 in support of the mural.
“Recall Paul,” the protesters chanted. 
Recently, a video surfaced on YouTube 
showing a group of individuals projecting a 
digital version of the mural onto the Maine 
State House in the middle of the night.
The mural debate and the mural itself, it 
seems, are not going away anytime soon.
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By Francisco Garza
The Collegian
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Mural’s cost could be greater than Maine governor can afford
“Goverment should not be trying to 
appeal to business; it should be the 
other way around.’” 
--Francisco Garza
The other side of Manning case
Thank you for the time and effort 
spent on the piece concerning the plight 
of [Army] Pfc. Bradley Manning [“Is 
Torture ‘Appropriate’?” Viewpoint, 
March 28]. This is one of the articles 
that as a student I have well enjoyed 
reading. For those who have not read the 
article, Manning is a private first class in 
the U.S. armed forces who is accused of 
leaking thousands of cables to WikiLeaks, 
as well as a video that shows U.S. soldiers 
attacking Iraqi soldiers. As it stands now, 
Manning is held in Quantico, Va., in 
solitary confinement as he awaits a possible 
court-martial.
The article further states the conditions 
of solitary confinement, which was 
[described] well and almost accurately, 
ending with the point being made 
subliminally that Manning is being treated 
inhumanely. As much as I love the article, 
and with all due respect to Mr. [Francisco] 
Garza [and the rest of] The Collegian staff, 
I believe your point is completely incorrect.
Solitary confinement in the United States 
and [U.S. Military Justice] prisons consists 
of a period of 23 hours in a cell with one 
hour out to catch some sunlight. Is this 
punishment humane? That word, humane, 
is a relative term. So the question is, is he 
inhumanely treated in comparison to the 
prisons in Iran, where he would be shot 
within 24 hours for treason? Is he treated 
inhumanely in comparison to the prisons 
in Turkey, where he could lose his hand; 
or how about Singapore, where he would 
be also assessed corporal punishment in 
the form of a caning (a process in which 
he would be beaten with a stick until he 
passes out, only to be revived so that the 
punishment can continue)?  I would argue 
on the contrary.  
He has his television, be it for an hour. 
He has three hot meals, and if I may say, at 
the expense of the taxpayers. And he has a 
nice bed to sleep on. Some of the defectors 
from Iraq whom I have had the pleasure of 
speaking to laughed at our prison systems, 
calling them mini-motels. For this reason, I 
would argue that Manning is being treated 
as humanely as he deserves to be treated 
for the crime of which he is accused. He 
could have been treated a lot worse.




Freshman fine arts major
Trinidad Perez
Sophomore criminal justice major
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Secondly, let us look at the crime he is 
accused of. He disseminated thousands of 
classified documents to WikiLeaks, only 
for them to be made public within a matter 
of months. For one, the documents were 
not meant for the public to know. That’s 
why the word “classified” is on the 
papers. Let’s suppose, for example, that I 
run my show “The Hip-Hop Hour” on the 
radio, you catch wind of who my surprise 
guest is going to be before I air my show; 
as a result, people are able to download 
the interview before I publish it on the 
L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  E d i t o r 
The Brownsville City Commission 
has tabled action on a proposal for air 
services to destinations in Mexico.
Aviation Director Larry Brown said 
the city is negotiating a deal with Public 
Charters Inc., an international airline 
based in Pennsylvania, to provide flights 
from the Brownsville/South Padre 
International Airport to such destinations 
as Monterrey and Tampico, Mexico. 
However, about 30 residents said they 
felt out of the loop when the commission 
failed to provide information on the deal 
and did not have an open discussion 
during Tuesday’s regular meeting. 
Residents started shouting at 
commissioners, claiming they were 
being dishonest about the deal. It was 
then that the commission reopened the 
item for public discussion. 
Commissioner At Large “A” Anthony 
Troiani told the audience the commission 
could not disclose contract details but is 
making sure they protect the residents’ 
interest. 
“We really don’t need to get into the 
details of the contract because if we did, 
that may cost us the contract,” Troiani 
said. “We may be in a situation where 
we would not get what we want at the 
end of the day. … Until we have all of 
the information, we can’t really make a 
decision on this offer that we have.”  
City Attorney Mark Sossi told The 
Collegian Wednesday the commission 
is asking the Brownsville Economic 
Development Council to conduct an 
evaluation on the proposal.
Residents asked why the city had 
not asked for other airlines to submit 
proposals for air service contracts.  
In a telephone interview, Brown 
said the airport looks for airlines to do 
business with. 
“We typically have to go out and 
search for airlines to make sure they 
know Brownsville has an airport,” he 
said. “What we do then is invite them if 
they have interest to potentially come in 
and visit with us or talk to us. … It’s not 
a matter of having a pot of money that 
we can bid out from; it doesn’t work that 
way with airline services.”
Resident Dino Chavez was among 
eight people who addressed the 
commission on the proposal. 
“People in the audience put you in 
office to be our leaders and we respect 
that, but please respect that we have 
our own opinions, too,” Chavez said. 
“Sometimes if there is enough people 
shouting at you, then just please listen. 
… You guys hold a lot of money in your 
hands that taxpayers have entrusted you 
with.”   
In other business, the commission 
approved a resolution in support of 
House Bill 1102, which would amend 
the Texas Penal Code to make pet theft a 
state jail felony.
  
City commission tables airline service proposal
By Christine Cavazos
Collegian editor
Brownsville resident Dino Chavez asks the Brownsville City Commission for more information on a proposal to 
bring an airline service to the city airport during Tuesday’s commission meeting.
Christopher peña/Collegian
Message for candidates
Brownsville city candidates: specifics, 
program, thus costing me listeners. You 
may be able to yell “free speech,” but don’t 
think I wouldn’t go after you with a fine-
toothed comb for damages. That is what is 
happening in the case of Manning, only far 
worse.  
Now let’s add to the fact that he allegedly 
sent a video showing soldiers attacking Iraqi 
civilians. He not only broke military code, 
but he just put thousands of our soldiers at 
risk: and Al Qaeda as well as Hezbollah 
are loving this opportunity. America looks 
like the bad guy, people in the Arab region 
begin to swear their allegiance to the 
groups who deem us the “Great Satan,” 
more suicide bombers [undergo] training, 
and now, we have more casualties. All of 
this thanks to a guy who allegedly leaked 
sensitive documents and videos for kicks 
to be published for everyone to see.
As much as I appreciated your article, I 
ask that both sides of the coin be looked 
at. This allows readers to look at the 
issue objectively. Manning is not treated 
inhumanely, only getting his just desserts.
  
Juan Pacheco
Senior communication and government 
major  
Letters
Continued from previous page
please, generalities, no.
For instance, if elected, are you ready 
to go to the Cameron Country Regional 
Mobility Authority and tell them the city 
does not want the West Loop Parkway?
And, would you direct the police to 
stringently enforce speeding and stop sign 
regulations?
Ask the voters what they want!
Listen to them!
Sure, you want a better city!
Tell us just what you intend to do to 
create it! 
 
Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky 
Brownsville
Army Lt. Maricela Alvarado, who 
served as the keynote speaker during the 
Spring 2011 Professional Women Speak 
Conference March 26, talked about her 
experiences and the different roles she 
plays every day as a professional woman.
An immigrant from Tamaulipas, Mexico, 
Alvarado graduated from the University 
of Texas-Pan American and obtained a 
master’s degree in education from Troy 
State University in Alabama. She served as 
a counterintelligence agent in the military 
and was deployed in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom.
She currently works as a professor of 
military science at UT-Pan Am and UTB/
TSC.
“Today, I stand before you as a collage 
of many women,” Alvarado said to a crowd 
of 60 women gathered in the Education 
and Business Complex’s Salon Cassia. “I 
am a wife to a wonderful loving husband, 
I am a mother to three, I am a sister to 
seven siblings; I’m a friend to many, I’m 
an officer and I’m a daughter and I’m a 
professional, and those are only a few of 
the women I am.”
UTB/TSC students, faculty and staff as 
well as high school teachers, counselors 
and lawyers attended the event.
Audience member Carol Whitehead 
praised Alvarado for taking on various 
roles.
“I think that it’s wonderful when you 
can take all of those roles that you have 
enjoyed,” Whitehead said, “ … because 
it’s the inside that shines through, and 
you have men, women and everybody 
respecting you.” 
Asked how she is able to juggle so 
many roles, Alvarado responded: “It’s 
very challenging. … Women who are 
successful, I believe, it’s probably because 
they have a huge support system at home.”
The conference featured four other 
women who hold leadership positions.
Meizie Bobbins-Lofton, who served as a 
chaplain in the U.S. Army, now is a hospice 
minister in the Rio Grande Valley.
Lofton also is a mediator in the areas 
of family, divorce and civil/commercial 
employment.
Olga Gonzalez, an assistant vice 
president of Falcon Bank, serves on 
numerous boards in the community. She 
also volunteers at the Brownsville Public 
Library’s Southmost Branch, providing 
software and materials for a monthly 
children’s financial literacy class.
Marcia Selsor is a ceramic artist and 
professor emerita at Montana State 
University. Her work appears in many 
books, journals and magazines. Selsor 
serves on national boards, has been an 
international artist in residence and has 
conducted a plethora of workshops in 
several countries. 
Selsor’s work has earned her two 
Senior Fulbright Fellowship awards. 
Most recently, she continues to organize 
trips abroad for pottery classes, such as 
“Ceramics in Tuscany.”
Celia Samano de Galindo, an 
international chef, opened her own catering 
business, Gourmet Central, in 2009. The 
business is located at 515 W. Fourth St. in 
Brownsville.
Samano graduated from Le Cordon 
Bleu cooking academy where she studied 
international cuisine.
Formed in 1981, Professional W o m e n 
Speak sponsors seminars, conferences, and 
community service activities to increase 
awareness of career opportunities for 
women in the professions, according to its 
website.
Military officer inspires women at convention
By Cleiri Quezada
the Collegian
Betsy Price (left), a Professional Women Speak member and director of UTB/TSC’s Center of Teaching and 
Learning, presents a certificate of appreciation to Maricela Alvarado, a professor of military science from the 




among the incidents 
reported by Campus 
Police between 
March 7 and 19.
At 12:43 a.m. 
March 7, a Campus 
Police officer 
conducted a traffic 
stop on the river 
levee. During the preliminary stages of 
the traffic stop, a U.S. Border Patrol agent 
arrived and the suspect admitted he was an 
undocumented immigrant. The agent took 
custody of the man and his vehicle.
At 2:29 p.m. the same day, a staff member 
of the Barnes & Noble Bookstore on campus 
reported a possible theft. A student had not 
paid for an item inside the store. The student 
paid for the item after an officer arrived and 
was issued a criminal trespass warning.
At 4:35 p.m. the same day, a student 
reported that her ex-boyfriend was harassing 
her. Student Judicial Affairs was notified of 
the incident.
At 8:47 p.m. the same day, a Campus 
Police officer was dispatched to Cardenas 
Hall North because a faculty member was 
trapped in the elevator. The breaker for the 
elevator was reset and the faculty member 
was able to get out. No injuries were 
reported.
At 11:36 p.m. the same day, a man was 
found to be sleeping inside a Dodge Caravan 
in The Village at Fort Brown parking lot. 
The man, who said he didn’t know to whom 
the vehicle belonged, was issued a criminal 
trespass warning. The vehicle was towed 
away.
At 11:30 a.m. March 14, a faculty member 
reported unusual voicemails she received 
on her cell phone from a student.
At 3:10 a.m. the same day, an officer 
made contact with two male students at The 
Village at Fort Brown who were attempting 
to sneak in a female student after curfew. 
The students were advised of the curfew 
violation and disciplinary procedures. The 
officer conducted a field sobriety test on the 
female student due to her consumption of 
alcohol and after passing the test, she was 
free to leave.
--Compiled by Alejandra González
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Texas Digital Library training
UTB/TSC will conduct a workshop titled 
“How to Use the Services of the Texas 
Digital Library” at noon Tuesday and at 8 
a.m. Wednesday in Recreation, Education 
and Kinesiology Center room 1.502. Spaces 
are available for the first 15 people. For 
more information, call Assistant Library 
Director John Hawthorne at 882-7103 or 
send him an e-mail at john.hawthorne@utb.
edu.
Crime Victims’ Rights Week
The Cameron County District 
Attorney’s Office will host an expo for 
Crime Victims’ Rights Week from 4:30 to 
6 p.m. Tuesday at the H-E-B Food Store in 
San Benito. Its aim is to bring community 
awareness by collaborating with agencies 
that directly service victims of violent 
crime. For more information, call 544-0849.
Craft sale
UTB/TSC will co-sponsor a Mexican 
craft sale from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday in 
the South Padre Island Convention Centre, 
7355 S. Padre Blvd.; from 8:30 a.m.-6 
p.m. Wednesday through Friday in the 
International Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center, 301 Mexico Blvd.; from 
9:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday at Brownsville’s 
Linear Park, on Harrison Street, between 
East Sixth and Seventh streets; and from 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday and April 18 in the 
Harlingen Art and Heritage Museum, 
located at 2425 Boxwood St. For more 
information, call 542-2051.
Silent film festival
The Mexican Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México Filmoteca, the 
Brownsville Historical Association, 
Historian Rogelio Agrasánchez and the 
Consulate of Mexico in Brownsville will 
screen the silent films “El Puño de Hierro” 
Thursday, “La Banda del Automóvil 
Gris” April 28 and “Tepeyac” May 12 in 
the Alonso Building, located at 510 E. St. 
Charles St. All films will be shown at 6:30 
p.m. and will be accompanied by UTB/TSC 
pianist Jesus Guillermo Morales Campos. 
Admission is free. For more information, 
call 554-4965.
Fitness and nature
The UTB/TSC Center for Civic 
Engagement invites the public to 
participate in free adult circuit classes, 
children’s fitness activities and a healthy 
breakfast from 8:30 to 11 a.m. Saturday at 
Lincoln Park, near UTB/TSC on University 
Boulevard. Participants may also enjoy a 
one-mile nature walk through campus and 
learn about the birds, plants and resacas. 
For more information, call Administrative 
Assistant Estela Martinez at 882-4300.
Symphony in the Park
UTB/TSC will host “Symphony in the 
Park” at 5 p.m. Saturday on the Student 
Union lawn. Tickets are $50 for gala seating, 
$10 for chair seating and $5 for lawn seating. 
Proceeds will benefit the Brownsville 
Literacy Center. For more information, 
call Executive Director Victor Rivera 
at 542-8080, UTB/TSC Informational 




The Project 100% Committee, 
supported by UTB/TSC’s Center for Civic 
Engagement and the Institute for the 
Public Service, will conduct a Mayoral 
Candidate Forum at 5 p.m. April 19 in 
the Student Union’s Gran Salon. Questions 
for the candidates may be submitted to 
civicengagement@utb.edu. For more 
information, call the Center for Civic 
Engagement at 882-4300.
Poetry Slam Competition
Student Life and the Campus Activities 
Board are seeking poets to participate in a 
Poetry Slam Competition that will take 
place at 6 p.m. April 20 in the Student 
Union’s La Sala. Pre-registration starts at 
5:45 p.m. The competition will be open to 
the first 15 students who apply. The first-
place winner will receive $100. Students 
may pick up an application to register in 
the Student Life Office, located in Student 
Union 2.10. For more information, call 882-
5138. 
‘Dress for Success’ fashion show  
The Title V S.T.E.M. Learning 
Communities program is collecting 
clothing donations from faculty and staff 
and is recruiting student models for its 
“Dress for Success Fashion Show,” 
which will take place April 22. For more 
information, call Title V Career Counselor 
Amira Maya at 882-5792.
Mastering your memory
The Learning Enrichment Department 
will conduct a workshop titled “Mastering 
Your Memory” at 2 p.m. April 22 in 
Cardenas Hall North 102. The workshop 
will present strategies and tips from 
experts that will amaze students. For more 
information, call 882-8208.
Bougainvillea election applications
Applications for the Bougainvillea Ball 
royal court are available in the Student 
Life Office, located in Student Union 2.10. 
The deadline to apply is noon April 20. 
Elections will take place on Blackboard 
from  8 a.m. April 25 to 5 p.m. April 27. 
The ball will take place at 6 p.m. April 30 in 
the Student Union’s Gran Salon. For more 
information, call Student Development 
Specialist Stephen Cisneros at 882-5139 
or send him an e-mail at stephen.cisneros@
utb.edu.
Cultural Mosaic Auction
The International Student 
Organization is seeking students to 
participate in its art auction. Students are 
asked to submit paintings, photography 
or sculptures centered on the theme of 
cultural diversity. The artwork will be sold 
April 26 to 29 in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira 
Memorial Library. Students will receive 
50 percent of the proceeds, with the rest 
going to a scholarship fund for international 
students. The deadline to register is Friday. 
For more information, call International 
Student Organization President Constanza 
Burciaga at 203-4141 or send her an e-mail 
at iso.utb@gmail.com.
Sexual Assault Awareness Month
Friendship of Women Inc. is asking 
UTB/TSC students, faculty and staff to make 
a social statement by wearing jeans on April 
27 to protest against misconceptions that 
surround sexual assault. The community is 
also invited to attend an information session 
on sexual assault awareness and prevention 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. the same day outside 
Cortez Hall. Refreshments will be served. 
The event is sponsored by the UTB/
TSC Dean of Students Office. For more 
information, call 544-7412.
Career exploration workshop
The Student Success Center will 
conduct a workshop titled “Career 
Searching in a Chaotic World” at noon April 
27 in Cardenas Hall North 113. For more 
information, call 882-8292.
Family campout basics
Resaca de La Palma State Park invites 
the public to camp with experienced park 
rangers and learn the basics starting at 3 
p.m. April 30 and May 28 at the Resaca 
de la Palma State Park, located at 1000 
New Carmen Rd. Spaces are limited. For 
registration information, call 350-2920. 
First-aid course
Campus Recreation will offer a First-
Aid course from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 7 in 
the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center. This class will help students 
identify and eliminate potentially hazardous 
conditions in their environment, recognize 
emergencies and make appropriate 
decisions for first-aid care. The cost of the 
course is $25. For more information, call 
882-5976.
‘Rock ‘n’ Beats’  fest
The Student Radio Club will sponsor 
a “Rock ‘n’ Beats” fest at 2 p.m. May 7 
in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. This 
event will include hip-hop and acoustic 
artists, DJ’s and bands. Bands interested in 
playing at the event can send an e-mail to 
the club at the-src@hotmail.com. For more 
information, call 882-5843.
Mandatory advising 
Mandatory advising is under way for 
students wanting to attend classes in the 
summer and fall. For more information, call 
Academic Advising at 882-7362 or send an 
e-mail to academicadvising@utb.edu.
Job opportunity
Pronto Insurance has positions available 
in marketing, human resources, accounting, 
training, franchise, underwriting and claims 
(criminal justice majors). The company 
also hires administrative assistants and in 
most cases can work with students’ school 
schedules. Pronto Insurance is located 
at 805 Media Luna, Ste. 40. For more 
information, call  Recruitment Manager 
Mary Gonzalez at 574-9787.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
The Collegian April 11, 2011 • Page 7ON CAMPUS
The 13th annual UTB/TSC Research 
Symposium held March 25 in the 
International Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center expanded to include 
51 projects this year and a total of 206 
participants from only eight projects in its 
1998 debut. 
Students gave both oral and poster 
presentations, and a group of judges 
evaluated their performance.
Adrienne Rodriguez-Zermeno, a 
professor in the Physics Department, 
attended a symposium as an undergraduate 
not knowing what to expect and found she 
was ill-prepared to participate.
“I had no idea what a professional 
research program should look like, so I had 
just like a little poster board from H-E-B 
and it was just awful,” Rodriguez-Zermeno 
said. “It was the worst presentation ever. 
When I got there, I wanted to just roll it up 
and pretend it had gotten lost on the plane.” 
It was from that experience that she 
recommended that some sort of event be 
organized to prepare UTB/TSC students 
to give a professional presentation of 
their research that covers a broad range 
of categories such as architecture, 
behavioral sciences, biological sciences, 
business, chemistry, computer sciences, 
education, engineering and technology, 
environmental sciences, health sciences, 
humanities, mathematical sciences, and 
physical sciences.
The Minority Biomedical Research 
Support, Research Initiative for Scientifi c 
Enhancement, or MBRS-RISE, program, 
which aims to increase the representation 
of minorities in the completion of 
undergraduate degrees and continuing 
to doctorates in biomedical sciences was 
responsible for some of the participants’ 
research and in part sponsored the event. 
The program allows junior and senior 
UTB/TSC students to be paid to conduct 
research, preparing them for the Graduate 
Record Exam (GRE) and research 
presentations, with the ultimate goal of 
helping them attend graduate school.
“If they are going to go to a graduate 
program … they are going to have to 
have presentation skills. If for no other 
reason they are going to have to have 
those skills to sell themselves to get into 
that program,” said Sandra Gerace, special 
events coordinator of the MBRS-RISE 
Program. “They need to be experienced 
in presenting themselves, presenting what 
they’ve done, what they’ve accomplished 
while they were here as an undergraduate 
or even graduate.” 
Some of the symposia that students 
prepare to attend, Gerace added, are the 
annual meetings of the Society for the 
Advancement of Chicanos and Native 
Americans in Science, or SACNAS, 
and the Annual Biomedical Research 
Conference for Minority Students. 
“The RISE program is what changed 
my career,” said Alda Rivas, a senior 
psychology major and symposium 
participant, who was recently accepted as a 
graduate student at Rice University.
“I’m just an undergrad today, I’m going 
to graduate in May and I’m going to start 
my Ph.D. in August!” Rivas said.
Rivas, who conducts research along 
with Cody Cox, a professor of Behavioral 
Sciences, attended a 10-week summer 
internship program at the University of 
Utah, where she would develop an idea for 
her research project, titled “Exploring the 
Relationship between Age Stereotypes and 
Health Outcomes for Hispanic Elders.”
For the study Rivas and her colleagues 
investigated how the perception of aging 
affected Hispanic elders. She and her 
team found that the time spent with older 
relatives or watching Mexican television 
was not associated with how they perceive 
elders. 
Rivas said her achievements have been 
due to the MBRS-RISE program and her 
mentor, who have provided her with all the 
tools necessary, such as help with personal 
statements and research experience.
“If it [weren’t] for the RISE program, 
there’s no way I could have achieved this,” 
she said.
Rivas will attend a summer internship at 
Harvard University. 
Thomas D. Landefeld, a professor of 
biology at California State University 
Dominguez Hills in Carson, Calif. and 
keynote speaker of the symposium, told 
students about the steps needed to succeed 
in their academic careers.
Landefeld said minority students are 
underrepresented in the sciences and that 
needs to change. 
“When you think about your Ph.D., 
don’t think about how specifi c it’s going to 
be with your degree, but rather how broad 
you are going to be able to use it down the 
road,” Landefeld advised students.
For more information on the MBRS-
RISE Program, contact Gerace at 882-5941 
or via e-mail at sandra.gerace@utb.edu.
200 take part in Research Symposium
By Héctor Aguilar
SPANISH EDITOR
Following are the poster and oral presentation 
undergraduate winners in UTB/TSC’s 13th annual 
Research Symposium:
In the architecture, engineering, and technology 
poster presentation category, fi rst place went to 
Carlos Jeziel González for “Ocean Wave Simulator 
for Energy Harvesting”; second place, Hector 
Silva, for “Collaborative Robotics: Framework and 
Implementation”; and third place, Eduardo Vargas 
Artilles, for “Design of Microstrip Antennas for 
GSM, Wi-Fi and GPS Integration.”
In the architecture, engineering, and technology 
oral presentation category, fi rst place went to Ruben 
Reyes for “Electric Generator for Energy Harvesting; 
second place, Abran Garcia, for “Design and 
Development of an Automated Solar Tracker Panel 
for Optimum Harvesting of Sunlight.”
In the biological and health sciences poster 
presentation category, fi rst place was awarded to 
Ileana Garcia, Leslie Robles and Gerardo Rosas 
for “Chronic Defi cit in the Expression of Voltage-
Gated Potassium Channel Kb3.4 Subunit in the 
Hippocampus of Pilocarpinetreated Epileptic Rats”; 
Edna Michi and Brissa Elorza, second place, for 
“Intrahippocampal Amyloid-B (1-40) Injections 
Injure Medial Septal Neurons”; and third place, 
Mayra Velazquez, Jessica Rodriguez and Marianela 
Villarreal for “Characterizations of Glutamatergic 
Phenotypes in Hybrid Septal Neuroblastoma.”
In the biological and health sciences oral 
presentation category, fi rst place was awarded to 
Wayne Beland for “Diabetes Mellitus”; Kevin 
Clarke and Jehoshua Camacho, second place, for 
“Tuberculosis (TB)”; and third place, Veronica 
Carrillo and Margaret De La Cruz, for “Drug Abuse.”
In the education and behavioral sciences poster 
presentation category, Dianeth Rodriguez, Luisa 
Allen, Marisol Cervantes, Zita Flores, Marianela 
Guzman, Julio Ibarra, Karla Lozoya and Brenda 
Taylor received fi rst place for “Mental Health Literacy 
Among Mexican-American College Students: 
Perception of Mental Health Disorders as Infl uenced 
by Cultural and Personal Factors”; Alda Rivas and 
Yessica Rodriguez, second place, for “Exploring 
the Infl uence of Experience in Spatial Perspective-
Taking Performance”; Alejandro Dominguez, Alfredo 
Cedillo, Esperanza Garay, Agnelia Hernandez, third 
place for “The Effects of Soccer Training Between 
Physical Fitness and Health Among Women.”
In the chemistry and environmental sciences poster 
presentation category, Abraham Ruiz Jr. received fi rst 
place for “Pd-Catalyzed Cross-Coupling Reactions 
of Ortho-Substitute Aryl Lodides and Amides”; 
Cassandra L. Cavazos, second place, for “Biochemical 
Characterize of Musa Paradisiaca (Plantain)”; Nadia 
L. Morales, Alan P. Gracia and Emmanuel Lozano, 
third place, for “Arsenic Adsorption Using Magnetic-
Activated Charcoal Synthesized from Palm Leaves 
and Coconut Shells.”
In the mathematical, computer and physical 
sciences poster presentation category, Mauricio 
Flores received fi rst place for “Signal Recognition 
on Unevenly Sampled Data from the PTF Project”; 
second place, Heriberto Reynoso and Dennis Touchet, 
for “Development and Analysis of a Wireless 
Orientation Sensor Fused with Android OS for 3-D 
Manipulation.”
In the mathematical, computer and physical 
sciences oral presentation category, Jacqueline del 
Castillo received fi rst place for “Kepler’s Conjecture”; 
second place, Erika Hernandez and Sofi a Quiroga, 
for “Completeness of the Real Numbers”; and third 
place, Frank Ceballos, for “Preliminary Results for 
the Distribution of Observable Pulsars within the 
Galaxy.”
UTB/TSC 13th annual Research Symposium winners
Alda Rivas, a senior psychology major, and her adviser, Assistant Professor Cody Cox, stand in front of Rivas’ 
research poster during the 13th annual UTB/TSC Research Symposium, held March 25 in the International 
Technology, Education and Commerce Center.
COURTESY PHOTO
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The human immunodeficiency virus, 
or HIV, can lead to acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome, or AIDS. There 
are estimates that about 1.1 million 
Americans are living with HIV, and that 
21 percent of these persons do not know 
they are infected. At this time, there is no 
cure for an HIV infection. Despite major 
advances in diagnosing and treating HIV 
infections, the number of people living 
with AIDS is increasing. 
Latinos and HIV: From 2005 to 2008, 
estimated HIV diagnosed cases increased 
by about 5 percent among Latinos. 
According to 2008 Centers for Disease 
Control data, more than 40 percent of 
Latinos were diagnosed with AIDS 
within a year of testing positive, meaning 
they did not become aware of or were 
receiving health care for their infection 
until extremely late in the course of their 
illness. In 2010, Latinos accounted for 
30 percent of HIV infections in Texas. 
Women and HIV: The diagnosis rate 
for Latinas in 2006 was more than five 
times the rate for white women. Once 
tested positive, Latina women are five 
times more likely to die from AIDS 
than white, non-Hispanic women. The 
30 percent-50 percent probability of 
prenatal HIV transmission makes AIDS 
one of the leading causes of death among 
Latino children. 
HIV is spread primarily by: 
--Not using a condom when having sex 
with a person who has HIV; 
--Having multiple sex partners or the 
presence of other sexually transmitted 
diseases (STDs) can increase the risk 
of infection during sex. Unprotected 
oral sex can also be a risk for HIV 
transmission, but it is a much lower risk 
than anal or vaginal sex; 
--Sharing needles, syringes, rinse 
water or other equipment used to prepare 
illicit drugs for injection; 
--Being born to an infected mother-
-HIV can be passed from mother to 
child during pregnancy, birth or breast-
feeding. 
How can HIV be prevented?
--Know your HIV status. Everyone 
between the ages of 13 and 64 should be 
tested for HIV at least once a year.  
--If you have HIV, you can get medical 
care, treatment and supportive services 
to help you stay healthy and reduce your 
ability to transmit the virus to others.
--If you are pregnant and have HIV, 
treatments are available to reduce the 
chance that your baby will have HIV. 
--Abstain from sexual activity or be 
in a long-term mutually monogamous 
relationship with an uninfected partner.
--Limit your number of sex partners. 
The fewer partners you have, the less 
likely you are to encounter someone who 
is infected with HIV or another STD. 
--Correct and consistent condom use. 
Latex condoms are highly effective at 
preventing transmission of HIV and 
some other sexually transmitted diseases. 
--Remember to get tested and treated 
for STDs and insist that your partners do 
too.
Free HIV testing is available every 
Tuesday at Student Health Services, 
located in Cortez Hall. For more 
information, call Student Health Services 
at 882-3896.
 
From Student Health Services
HIV/AIDS awareness
Have you registered to vote?
Junior biology major Ashley Vega fills out a voter registration application as Deputy Registrar Lauren 
Rocha looks on last Thursday in the Endowment Courtyard. The last day to register to vote for 
the May 14 municipal elections is Thursday. The voter registration drive is sponsored by UTB/TSC 
Center for Civic Engagement’s Project 100%.
Christopher peña/Collegian
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S c h o l a r s h i p s
The Office of Financial Aid is 
providing general information on student 
financial assistance via three mobile 
spots across the UTB/TSC campus.
Information tables are set up between 
10 a.m. and noon Monday through 
Friday and from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday in the Endowment 
Courtyard, on the Paseo between the 
Student Union and the Life and Health 
Sciences Building and in the Education 
and Business Complex Courtyard until 
April 29.
“We’re trying to take the Office of 
Financial Aid closer to the students,” 
said UTB/TSC AmeriCorps Coordinator 
Daniel Yarritu. “We know that 
sometimes it’s complicated for students 
… to come all the way to Tandy building 
when they have class in EDBC or SET-B 
or over there. … That’s why we set up 
mobile spots over there to provide basic 
information about financial aid … help 
students check their status, even fill 
out FAFSA’s on site, or just recently, 
summer request forms that are done 
online as well.”
The spots provide students with a list 
of documents needed to complete the 
FAFSA application along with important 
deadlines for submitting applications.
“The majority of the students here at 
UTB/TSC are on financial aid,” Yarritu 
said. “It’s very important for them to 
apply on time and that’s just the first 
step. The second step is if they got 
selected for verification, which a lot of 
our students [do], they need to turn in 
their documents on time. If they don’t 
turn in those documents on time, they 
will not receive financial aid even though 
they might have applied on time. … 
Once they do that, they need to always 
be checking their e-mail and Scorpion 
Online to make sure that everything got 
processed.”
The mobile spots do not accept 
supporting documents, such as 
income tax returns, because of the 
confidential information they contain. 
Yarritu suggests students submit their 
documents to the Financial Aid Office in 
Tandy Hall 206.
He encourages students to apply for 
financial aid if they have not done so 
already.
“The mobile spots are there for them,” 
Yarritu said. “If they have not applied 
for any reason at this time, if they take 
proper documentation like W-2s and tax 
returns, they can apply on site.”
Mobile spot mentors sophomore 
accounting major Robert Ulloa, junior 
computer information systems major 
Monica Cano and junior Spanish major 
Hugo Limón said they see on average 10 
to 15 students per session.
“We also try to emphasize that 
deadlines are very, very important,” 
Yarritu said. “If they don’t meet the 
deadlines, their money won’t be on 
time and that can hurt them financially 
because then they are responsible to pay 
for tuition and fees. … Some students 
cannot afford that.”
For the 2010-2011 academic year 
Financial Aid awarded more than $104 
million to more than 16,000 students 
(that includes Pell grant, state grants, 
loans, and scholarships). The average 
award was $6,000 per student, Yarritu 
said. 
Financial Aid Office goes mobile
By Irma Mora
The Collegian
The TG Charley Wootan Grant 
Program is available to students who are 
U.S. citizens, enrolled in at least six credit 
hours and demonstrate financial need to be 
eligible. The deadline to apply is April 
15. Students must apply quickly because 
recipients are selected on a first-come, 
first-served basis. For more information, 
visit http://www.aie.org/wootan/.
The Department of Homeland 
Security has awarded UTB/TSC 
$250,000 for scholarships to recruit high-
achieving Hispanic students into forensics 
and science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics programs. Applicants must 
be U.S. citizens or resident aliens and 
full-time UTB/TSC students starting in 
Fall 2011 and must complete a 10-week 
Homeland Security research traineeship 
at UT-El Paso in Summer 2012.  The 
deadline to apply is April 29. For more 
information, send an e-mail to Forensic 
Investigation Program Coordinator 
Michael A. Lytle at michael.lytle@utb.
edu.
The Healthy Lifestyles Scholarship 
is available to high school senior or first-
year college students who are U.S. citizens 
under 25 years of age and who answer the 
following: “Why is a healthy lifestyle 
important in school?” (under 1,000 words). 
Applicants must also describe their career 
plans, goals and personal ambitions 
(under 500 words). The deadline to 




The Tylenol 2011 Future Care 
Scholarship is available to students who 
are U.S. citizens and have completed 
at least one year of undergraduate or 
graduate course of study by Spring 2011 at 
an accredited two- or four-year university. 
Students must be able to provide proof 
of enrollment to a public health/health 
education, medical school, nursing or 
pharmacy degree program. The deadline 
to apply is May 27. For more information, 
visit http://bit.ly/fmbjfv.
The ¡Adelante! U.S. Education 
Leadership Fund’s MillerCoors 
National $3,000 scholarship is available 
to full-time students who are U.S. citizens 
or legal permanent residents of Hispanic 
descent seeking a degree in international 
business, business, economics, finance, 
accounting, marketing, public relations, 
general communication or sales. 
Applicants must maintain a grade-point 
average of 3.0 or higher. Students must be 
eligible for college junior or senior status 
by Fall 2011. The deadline to apply is 
May 27. For more information, visit 
http://www.adelantefund.org/adelante/
scholarships1_en.asp?snid=1625801798.
The ¡Adelante! U.S. Education 
Leadership Fund’s MillerCoors 
Engineering and Sciences $3,000 
scholarship is available to full-time 
students who are U.S. citizens or legal 
permanent residents of Hispanic descent 
seeking a degree in electrical engineering, 
mechanical engineering, computer 
science or biochemistry. Applicants must 
maintain a grade-point average of 3.0 
or higher. Students must be eligible for 
college junior or senior status by Fall 
2011. The deadline to apply is May 27. 
For more information, visit http://www.
adelantefund.org/adelante/scholarships1_
en.asp?snid=1625801798.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
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SET-B third-fl oor conference room after 
a briefi ng by Eugenia Curet, director of 
Student Health Services.
At 8 p.m. Thursday, a candlelight vigil 
for those who have committed suicide or 
were killed by anti-gay bullies will take 
place in the Endowment Courtyard.
During the Day of Silence, scheduled 
between 10 a.m. and noon in the 
Endowment Courtyard, participants 
will tape their mouths. The event will 
be followed by a regular meeting of 
C.H.A.N.G.E. and picnic at 6 p.m. on the 
Cardenas Hall South Lawn.
The purpose of C.H.A.N.G.E. is
to provide a system of support and 
advancement for the gay community 
among people of every spectrum, whether 
it is gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered 
or straight. The group meets at 6 p.m. 
every Friday in the SET-B third-fl oor 
conference room.
C.H.A.N.G.E.
Continued from Page 1
www.utbcollegian.com







Members of the Percussion Club are (front row, from left) Secretary Michael Salinas, President Vicente 
Fernandez,  Vice President Denisha Treviño and Treasurer Mathew Campbell. Second row: Jacob Castañeda, 
Omero Reyes Jr., Michael A. Segura and Raul Garza. Third row: J.T. Aguilar, Javier Alcala, Zeke Gonzalez and 




Clothing: Blouse, Forever 21 ($23); 
navy pants, flea market, originally from 
Target ($10); shoes, Urban Outfitters 
($10)
Accessories: necklace, Forever 21 ($5)
What/who inspires your style? “Other 
women I see who have great style, 
whether they be in magazines or in 
my everyday [life]. I also take into 
consideration the weather and whatever 
mood I happen to be in.”
Describe your style in three words: 
“Comfortable, charming and folksy.”
 
--Compiled by Leslie Barrientos
Name: UTB/TSC Percussion Club 
Purpose: To enhance school spirit 
through music at UTB/TSC.
Established: Fall 2009
President: Vicente Fernandez  
Vice President: Denisha Treviño
Secretary: Michael Salinas
Treasurer: Matthew Campbell
Adviser: Assistant Professor Tom 
Nevill
Activities: Parades, sport events, 
private and public party settings
Meetings: From 2 to 4 p.m. Monday 
and Wednesday in Music Building 
101 for percussion, 4-6 p.m. for drum 
lines and 6-8 p.m. for the samba group. 
Marimbalacran meets from 2:15-4:15 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. 
Requirements: Must be a UTB/TSC 
percussion major.
For more information: Call Nevill at 
882-8274 or send him an e-mail at tom.
nevill@utb.edu.
--Compiled by Daniel Beltrán
If your student club or organization 
would like to be featured in The 
Collegian, call Reporter Daniel Beltrán 
at 882-5143 or send him an e-mail at 
collegian@utb.edu.
Senior architecture major Elias Saldívar Jr. (left) and junior architecture major John Barajas build a model 
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UTB/TSC’s Graduate Studies Office 
hosted an open house where students 
were given the opportunity to attend a 
workshop conducted by University of 
Texas at San Antonio officials.
The workshop consisted of two parts. 
UTSA Graduate School Admissions 
Officer Germán Medina presented 
tips on how to prepare and complete a 
competitive graduate school application 
while UTSA Financial Aid Outreach 
Specialist Christopher Goldsberry 
offered financial aid information for 
graduate school students.
Medina explained that a graduate 
degree is important because the number 
of occupations that require a master’s 
degree will increase by 20 percent 
between 2006 and 2016, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics.
He suggested students ask their 
advisers about the requirements for 
admission to the institute’s graduate 
program and organize a timeline to 
ensure they meet all the standards to be 
accepted.
Medina said students should begin to 
prepare at least a year before applying 
“because you need to choose the program 
that you’re applying to and make sure 
… you have all the requirements that are 
necessary.”
He recommended students order extra 
transcripts because they sometimes 
get lost, ask departments how to apply 
for their graduate programs because 
sometimes they have a separate 
application and relax because it will give 
them more confidence. 
For more information on graduate 
program requirements, Medina 
recommends the website www.
gradschools.com but because it does not 
contain all the universities in or outside 
of the U.S., it is a beginning point.
“It serves as a search engine itself and 
what you do is you search by criteria,” 
Medina said. “You put the program 
that you’re interested [in], location, 
city, state, online or on campus and it 
gives you a general view of different 
programs that offer the degree you’re 
looking for within the specific criteria 
you mentioned.”
Financial aid is one of the main 
reasons many students do not attend 
graduate school.
Goldsberry said state and federal 
budget cuts will have little to no effect 
on graduate school financial aid.
“The only change is that we’re 
awarding students [financial aid] a little 
bit later this year,” he said.
He suggested filling out the FAFSA 
before the institution’s priority deadline 
in order to qualify for free money, such 
as grants and work-study because it is on 
a first-come-first-serve basis and as the 
deadline approaches, the funds begin to 
run low. 
If students do not receive their W-2s 
until after the deadline, Goldsberry 
suggested they fill the FAFSA out by 
looking at previous income tax returns 
to estimate what the income was for the 
previous year. Once the students receive 
the W-2s, they can go back and correct 
any mistakes, but the institute will have 
the documents on file.
Scholarships are available for 
graduate students and Goldsberry 
suggested students open an account 
with scholarship databases such as 
www.fastweb.com that pair students 
with scholarships they qualify for. He 
also suggested exploring scholarship 
opportunities that the institute offers.
He cautioned students about paying 
to apply for scholarships because 
“scholarships are competitive.”
“No one can guarantee you a 
scholarship and you shouldn’t pay to 
apply for money,” Goldsberry said “… 
If they ask for a credit card number or if 
they ask you for money, if it sounds too 
good to be true, it usually is.”
Avoid student loans and if borrowing 
money is unavoidable, he suggests 
borrowing only what is needed.
UTB/TSC graduate Jorge Hernandez 
was among 20 people who attended the 
workshop.
 “I enjoyed the way they talk and 
give you information … especially the 
information about financial aid because 
that is the main thing that stops people 
from going to grad school,” Hernandez 
said.
Hernandez, who earned a bachelor’s 
degree in history, said he is now better 
prepared to continue his education and 
obtain a master’s in history. 
Graduate school workshop offers ABCs of applying
By Irma Mora
The Collegian
University of Texas at San Antonio Graduate School Admissions Officer Germán Medina walks the audience 
through the process of applying to the university’s graduate school during a workshop April 4 in the University 
Boulevard Classroom Building.
MiChael Peña/Collegian
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Zavaleta, who teaches in the Behavioral 
Sciences Department, said he was 
nominated last year but was not expecting 
to be appointed.
“When you’re nominated there is no 
guarantee. … Then I got the letter,” he 
said.
Zavaleta has described his position on 
the board as an academic slot.
He said that although he is a member 
of a national commission that looks at the 
whole border for the nation, he will be 
looking out for Brownsville.
“I would not want to waste my time in 
something that would not have benefit to 
my home,” he said.
Zavaleta said that by being on the board 
he will be able to represent the community 
and the region, which he believes has been 
neglected.
“Part of the neglect is because we allow 
it,” he said.
Zavaleta believes that this is an 
opportunity that will allow Brownsville to 
be part of something bigger.
Population growth, lack of jobs and 
fossil fuel dependency are some of the 
bigger problems the border and region 
face, Zavaleta said.
“I am really personally concerned about 
what comes next,” he said.
He expressed his disappointment with 
the lack of reusable energy.
“I see us with many sunny days and I 
don’t see us having any … projects on 
solar energy,” he said.
Zavaleta said that although we do have 
wind farms, he would like to see more of 
them.
He also mentioned the Gulf of Mexico 
as an untapped resource. 
“There has not been any real serious 
investment towards desalination,” he said.
Tourism is also an industry with potential 
in this region that needs improvement.
“Here at UTB/TSC we do not have 
an associate degree or bachelor degree 
that deals with tourism,” he said. “Given 
the unique environment of South Texas, 
people from around the world … are 
going to want to come here.”
Tell us what you think! Send an 
e-mail to collegian@utb.edu
Open Registration for May: April 30 to May 22
Open Registration for Summer I: April 30 to June 5
Open Registration for Summer II: April 30 to July 12
Open Registration for Fall 2011: Begins April 30
KNOWLEDGE KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES.
The University of Texas at Brownsville
and Texas Southmost College
Visit utb.edu or call (956) UTB-4YOU for more information.
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major, garnered 789 votes. 
Pedro Rangel, a sophomore 
mathematics major, outpaced Jesus 
Calvillo, a junior mathematics major, in 
the race for vice president of accounting 
and finance. Rangel received 490 votes to 
Calvillo’s 320.
In other uncontested executive 
officer races: Javed Paiman, a junior 
government major, received 779 votes for 
vice president of policy and procedure, 
Julie Jaramillo, a senior sociology and 
psychology major, received 782 votes 
for vice president of public relations and 
Karla Yadira Lozoya, a senior psychology 
and Spanish major, garnered 788 votes for 
vice president of historical archives.
Jessica Ruiz, a sophomore biology 
major, won the seat for senator of the 
College of Science, Mathematics and 
Technology with 322 votes, defeating 
Ericka Rangel, a freshman biology major 
who received 294 votes, and Alberto Mata, 
a senior physics major who received 203. 
In the uncontested race for senator of the 
College of Education, freshman history 
education major Jorge Silva garnered 789 
votes.
Steven Martinez, a sophomore 
government and history major, won the 
seat of senator for the College of Liberal 
Arts with 233 votes, defeating Kaitlin 
Lara, a sophomore communication 
major, who captured 201 votes; Michael 
Quiñones, a junior psychology major, 169 
votes; Elda Flores, a junior public service 
major, 163; and G. Andrew Moncada, a 
junior art major, 77.
In the race for graduate senator, 
Hugo N. Valdez, a master’s of business 
administration student, defeated John 
Gray, a master’s of science and biology 
student, 452 votes to 320.
Five students were elected senators at 
large: Marisol Cervantes, a sophomore 
psychology major, 305 votes; Michael E. 
Aldape, a senior history major, 156 votes; 
Brian Lee Leal, a sophomore criminal 
justice major, 125 votes; Pedro Licona, a 
senior psychology major, 118 votes; and 
Joe Lee Rubio, a graduate student in the 
Public Policy and Management program, 
103 votes.
The new senate will be introduced 
during the Student Leadership Banquet, 
scheduled at 11 a.m. April 16 in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salon. A total of 
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MEXICO CITY--The buses crawled to a 
halt to obey roadblocks manned by armed 
men, who boarded like military or police 
doing an inspection. One by one, they 
tapped certain passengers, all men, mostly 
young, to get off: “You. You. You.”
Relatives and travel companions 
watched in horror as the buses pulled 
away without them, Tamaulipas officials 
quoted surviving bus passengers as saying. 
Less than two weeks later, security forces 
following reports of abducted passengers 
in violent Tamaulipas state bordering Texas 
stumbled on a collection of pits holding a 
total of 59 bodies.
Federal security spokesman Alejandro 
Poire announced Thursday that a total of 
14 suspects linked to the killing had been 
arrested between Friday and Wednesday. 
Those arrests apparently led authorities to 
the pits.
Poire said the suspects belonged to a 
“criminal cell,” but did not specify which 
gang or cartel they may have belonged to. 
He said the government is now placing a 
special emphasis on dismembering “the 
most violent gangs,” but did not specify 
who they were.
The grisly discovery last week came 
in virtually the same spot near the town 
of San Fernando where 72 migrants were 
murdered in August and on the same day 
several thousand people across Mexico 
took to the streets to say they were fed up 
with the violence. The United States’ top 
drug enforcer said in Mexico a day earlier 
that the violence means authorities are 
winning.
By Thursday, investigators had identified 
a few victims of the latest massacre as 
Mexicans, not transnational migrants 
trying to reach the U.S. They did not say if 
they were connected to 12 official missing-
person reports from the buses. Authorities 
interviewing witnesses calculated that from 
65 to 82 people went missing, Tamaulipas 
state Interior Secretary Morelos Canseco 
said.
They were kidnapped on one of Mexico’s 
most dangerous stretches of highway that 
runs along Mexico’s Gulf coast to the 
border with Texas, an area where federal 
authorities launched a major offensive in 
November seeking to regain control of 
territory from two warring drug gangs, the 
Gulf Cartel and the Zetas.
Despite an estimated 1,000 soldiers in 
Tamaulipas, criminals have become so 
brazen they apparently kidnapped dozens 
of passengers in a stretch of open desert 
that locals say lay between two military 
checkpoints. The Mexican military would 
not comment on the location of roadblocks 
for security reasons.
Authorities speculate the men pulled off 
the buses fell victim to ever more brutal 
recruiting efforts to replenish cartel ranks. 
But one local politician, who didn’t want 
to be identified for safety reasons, said 
there were rumors that the Gulf Cartel was 
sending buses of people to fight the Zetas, 
who control that stretch of road and who 
began boarding buses in search of their 
rivals.
The Zetas are blamed for the migrant 
killings last August as well as the death 
of U.S. Immigration and Customs Agent 
Jaime Zapata in neighboring San Luis 
Potosí state.
Whether they are innocents caught up in 
the violence, migrants or drug traffickers 
executed by rivals, there are many more 
missing in San Fernando, the politician 
said, adding, “if they keep looking they’ll 
find more and more mass graves.”
More than four years and tens of 
thousands of troops into Mexico’s 
crackdown on drug trafficking, authorities 
say they have the cartels encircled. 
More than 34,600 people have died in 
drug violence. U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administrator Michele Leonhart told an 
international drug conference in Mexico’s 
resort city of Cancun last week that the 
violence is an unfortunate symptom of 
success.
In addition to the migrant massacre, 
Tamaulipas has been the scene of all-
out drug battles that have nearly emptied 
border towns and led to the creation of 
Mexico’s first displacement camp for 
victims of drug violence. A gubernatorial 
candidate was assassinated last year and a 
U.S. missionary was murdered in January 
as her husband tried to evade an illegal 
road block on the same road where the 
passengers went missing.
Cartels such as the Zetas, started by 
elite military deserters, are turning more 
and more to common criminals for their 
assassins, Public Safety Secretary Genaro 
Garcia Luna said at the drug conference 
last week.
Now their recruits may even include 
innocents who have never handled a gun. 
Survivors of the August massacre said 
the 72 illegal migrants from El Salvador, 
Honduras, Guatemala, Ecuador and Brazil 
were killed for refusing to work for the 
Zetas.
Tamaulipas state investigators and 
federal authorities found the pits at the 
site about 80 miles south of the border at 
Brownsville to investigate reports that 
gunmen had begun stopping buses and 
pulling off passengers.
The first report came March 25 from 
a woman in Matamoros whose husband 
failed to arrive from San Luis Potosí, 
Canseco said. There were reports of at 
least two other buses stopped since then, 
he added.
State and federal investigators and 
soldiers conducted the raid, finding a series 
of eight burial pits, one of which contained 
43 bodies and the others 16 corpses.
Many of the victims found in the pits 
appeared to have died 10 to 15 days ago, 
dates that would roughly match the bus 
abductions, Canseco said.
The wave of drug-related killings drew 
thousands of protesters into the streets of 
Mexico’s capital and several other cities 
Wednesday in marches against violence.
Many of the protesters said the 
government offensive has stirred up the 
violence.
The marches were spurred in part by the 
March 28 killing of Juan Francisco Sicilia, 
the son of Mexican poet Javier Sicilia, and 
six other people in Cuernavaca outside 
Mexico City.
As of Thursday, the elder Sicilia had 
taken up camp outside the governor’s office 
in central Cuernavaca, saying he would 
give Gov. Marco Adame and President 
Felipe Calderon a week to produce those 
responsible for his son’s death before 
calling for Adame’s resignation and a 
national march to end an “absurd war.”
“We are putting pressure on the 
government, because this can’t go on,” 
Sicilia said. “It seems that we are like 
animals that can be murdered with 
impunity.”
--Associated Press writers Mark 
Stevenson and Adriana Gomez Licon 
contributed to this report.
Mexican gunmen tap bus passengers in mass killing 
By Katherine Corcoran
AssociAted Press
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in this year’s TIPA convention, held in 
the Fort Worth Hilton. In addition to the 
competition, the convention provided 
participants with various journalism 
workshops. During its Hall of Fame 
Luncheon on April 1, the organization 
inducted Gloria Campos, an alumnus 
of Southwest Texas State University, 
co-anchor of Dallas’ WFAA-TV News 
8 at 6 and News at 10 and producer of 
“Wednesday’s Child,” and Jody Dean, an 
Emmy award-winning 35-year veteran of 
television and radio news, who is also a 
member of the Texas Radio Hall of Fame 
and the public address announcer at the 
new 100,000-seat Cowboys Stadium. 
TIPA is the oldest collegiate press 
association in the nation.
 
TIPA
Continued from Page 3
Twenty-five UTB/TSC students have been recognized by the honors program Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Universities and Colleges. They include (front row, from left) Michael Espinoza, 
Gustavo Garza, Jose Angel Sanchez and Michael Padron. Middle row: Brissa Elorza, Javier Aguilar, 
Rosalinda Rangel, Elsa Castillo, Dianeth Rodriguez, Marisol Cervantes and Jennifer Espinales. Back 
row: Daniel Garza, Yuridia Soto, Kassandra Infante, Sylvia Alejandra Paz, Jorge A. Muñoz, Hugo N. 
Valdez, Praxedis Cortina III and Pedro Antonio Rangel. The students received certificates during the 
2011 Who’s Who Recognition Ceremony held Tuesday in the SET-B third-floor conference room. The 
event was sponsored by the Dean of Students Office.
Bernardo rodriguez/Collegian
Who’s Who honorees
With more than 2,600 students enrolled 
in developmental education classes at 
UTB/TSC, a new program arose this 
spring semester that allows a select group 
of students to slash their remediation time 
in half.
“One of the biggest problems we have, 
what is driving the costs a lot for TSC is 
that students are not ready for college and 
they need tons of remediation … and that’s 
the most expensive student that we’ve 
got,” Texas Southmost College Trustee Dr. 
Robert Lozano said during the board of 
trustees meeting on Feb. 17.
Fast-track courses, as this initiative is 
called, allow a student to complete two 
remediation courses in one semester 
instead of the traditional one-year period.
So far, these courses seem to have a 
higher passing rate than the 40 percent 
to 50 percent rate for traditional remedial 
courses said Laura Villarreal, director of 
Developmental Studies.
“Our new philosophy is to help [the 
students], whatever it takes … simply to 
guide and encourage them to complete the 
work that we require,” Villarreal said.
The three fast-track courses are 
College Reading 2 that transitions to 
College Reading 3, Intermediate Algebra 
that transitions to College Algebra and 
Introductory Algebra that transitions to 
Intermediate Algebra. 
Fast-track courses, however, are not for 
everyone. A selected group of students in 
good standing who preferably do not have 
outside commitments and did well on the 
Computer Adaptive College Placement 
Test or COMPASS are able to enroll in 
these courses. 
Leslie Jones, an associate master 
technical instructor in the Education 
Department, is in charge of the fast-track 
course where students transition from 
College Reading 2 to College Reading 3.
 With the help of an assistant, Jones 
instructs a class of about 15 students that 
meets Monday and Wednesday for two 
hours and Tuesday and Thursday for an 
hour and 15 minutes.
“The idea is to scaffold [the learning for 
the students] or to gradually increase their 
ability, their skill level throughout the 16 
weeks with intensive instruction, intensive 
practice and application of what they’re 
supposed to learn,” she said.
Through personalized feedback and 
review given in her course, Jones said she 
has had only one student drop her class and 
has a very high passing rate. 
 “If we can increase the level of success 
and we can increase the level of retention, 
then we can cut the costs,” she said. 
During the coming May Session, those 
students who came close to passing the 
remediation courses but fell short will have 
the opportunity to enroll in a three-week 
course. 
“We’ve had students fail with 69s and 
so what happens is they have to repeat the 
class and pay all that extra money. So, with 
credit recovery we’re allowing the students 
who almost failed the class [with] 60s and 
have good attendance and have been trying. 
We’re going to give them the opportunity 
to make up what work they were missing 
and retake the final,” Laura Villarreal said.
The Intermediate Algebra and College 
Algebra course composed of 21 students 
is taught by Karen Rendón, an associate 
master technical instructor. Rendon said 
she started with 30 students. 
“I require that they have an A in 
[Introduction to Algebra] because the fast-
track, it goes very fast, it’s demanding,” 
Rendón said. “I’m very happy because a 
lot of students are going to go ahead and 
succeed and they are very committed in 
this course.”
Annette Villarreal, a sophomore nursing 
major, is not the conventional fast-track 
student. Villarreal is a mother of three and 
said the nice part of the class is that the 
program is automated because everything 
is on the computer. 
“I didn’t come into it blindfolded; the 
Mathematics Department had told me that 
it would be extremely fast and that possibly 
a little hard. It is hard but it can be done,” 
she said.
Freshman English and psychology major 
Lorena Torres’ adviser recommended that 
she take Rendón’s course. 
“My advice would be to make sure you 
want to do this because it goes by very 
fast,” Torres said. “If you’re good at math, 
then OK, fine, I think you’d do good job. 
Most of my time goes into this class.” 
Deloria Nanze-Davis, a mathematics 
professor, uses a different approach to teach 
her Introductory Algebra and Intermediate 
Algebra class of 13. 
Nanze-Davis calls the approach the 
pencil-and-paper approach where students 
work everything out by steps and the tests 
are also done in that manner. 
In the future she would like to see this 
method available to students.
“I hope to see more pencil-paper classes,” 
Nanze-Davis said. “I think students should 
have choices. ... There is someone in front 
of them to help them every day and they 
need that when they’re developing their 
skills.”
Ariana Acuña, a freshman nursing major 
in Nanze-Davis’ class who is retaking 
Introductory Algebra and Intermediate 
Algebra, said the fast-track approach has 
proven to be better than the traditional 
method for her. 
“I think it’s very helpful what we’re 
having right now,” Acuña said. “I had 
taken this class before and I was having lab 
and lecture, and it is very difficult.”
Acuña and Margarita Martínez, a 
sophomore education major, prefer this 
method and they would like to have the 
option of having a fast-track course for 
College Algebra available that uses this 
approach.
Many students in fast-track math courses 
concur with freshman education major 
Elvis Reid that to be successful, you must 
keep up with your schoolwork and not get 
behind.
“Come every day, don’t slack off. Treat 
it as a very, very important class because 
it’s a lot of stuff in one day,” Reid said. 
“You go over like a whole chapter in like a 
day. Be dedicated, that’s my advice.” 
For the Fall 2011, semester two reading 
and three math fast-track courses are 
scheduled to be available. Aside from fast-
track and the traditional remediation route, 
another option is linked-courses where a 
student’s block is removed and he or she 
takes a regular class such as government 
or speech alongside a remedial class such 
as reading. This option allows students to 
put what they are learning in the remedial 




Students in mathematics Professor Deloria Nanze-Davis’ fast-track Intermediate Algebra course use the pencil-
and-paper approach to work out problems in class.
Sergio Salazar/ Collegian
Fast-track: Are you up to the challenge?
David Nicholls’ “One Day” is a beautiful 
love story about two people who are so 
different that they only have one thing in 
common: Both are mad for each other but 
don’t realize it.
Acquaintances Emma 
Morley and Dexter Mayhem 
have a one-night stand after 
graduating from college, 
but their instant chemistry 
and attraction falls through 
the cracks as the years pass. 
Distance, missed opportunities 
and even a letter that never 
gets sent are all obstacles that 
ultimately determine their 
romantic fate and life that they 
may have led together when 
they were young. 
Emma is demonstrably the smarter of the 
two in ways that Dexter finds intimidating. 
While he roams the world, she sends him 
books that he doesn’t enjoy or understand. 
“You know what I can’t understand? You 
have all these people telling you all the 
time how great you are, smart and funny 
and talented and all that, I mean endlessly, 
I’ve been telling you for years. So why 
don’t you believe it? Why do you think 
people say that stuff, Em? Do you think it’s 
a conspiracy, people secretly ganging up to 
be nice?”
Throughout all these missed 
opportunities, Nicholls throws in as many 
picturesque elements as possible. The 
romance is in an Aegean trip. The funny 
elements come when Emma works at a 
Tex-Mex restaurant. The most romantic 
and important passage in the book is the 
Edinburgh hike that Dexter and Emma take 
after their first night together:
“‘This is me.’ He handed her the precious 
scrap of paper. ‘Call me or I’ll call you, but 
one of us will call, yes? What I mean is it’s 
not a competition. You don’t lose if you 
phone first.’”
There is a tragic ending that 
is not expected and will have 
the reader in tears and feeling 
heartbroken. The story keeps 
you glued to the book from 
the start, not wanting to put 
it down until you’ve finished 
reading it. 
Each character experiences 
struggles, dysfunctional 
relationships, setbacks and 
successes and, eventually, it is 
clear that life is passing them 
by because their true soul mate is not in 
their life.
The frustrating thing about their love 
story is that however much these two 
people love each other, they maintain a 
“friends only” status throughout most of 
the book.
“One Day” (Vintage, $14.95) offers 
laughs, tears and insight and encourages 
you to not limit yourself and not hold back 
if you truly want something. If you’re in 
love, go for it. 
So, grab a cup of coffee, sit in your 
favorite place and enjoy the novel.
Nicholls is an English novelist and 
screenwriter whose work includes “A 
Starter for Ten” and “The Understudy.” 
“One Day” is being made into a film 
starring Anne Hathaway and Jim Sturgess 
and directed by Lone Scherfig.
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‘One Day’—a fine romance 
By Alejandra González
The Collegian
Duran Duran has just released its 13th 
album “All You Need Is Now,” a mix of 
contemporary electronic 
rock and its signature ’80s 
sound.
Released on March 22, 
“All You Need Is Now” was 
produced by Mark Ronson 
and contains 14 tracks that 
feature more percussion and 
melody.
“Being Followed” is one 
of the best songs on the 
album, with the use of the rhythm guitar 
resembling Depeche Mode’s “Personal 
Jesus” that keeps the ’80s beats alive.
The synthpop “Leave a Light On” takes 
a romantic turn with such lyrics as “You 
ease the lost cause out of me, with your 
sweet hand to bring me home.”
In “Mediterranea,” a 
couple leaves the rat race 
and takes refuge in a cave.
Duran Duran performs 
today in Mexico City’s 
National Auditorium. Its 
“All You Need Is Now” 
UK Tour began Feb. 3 and 
continues until Aug. 21. 
Check the concert schedule 
on the band’s website, www.
duranduran.com.




UTB/TSC students portray a scene from “Any One of Us: Words from Prison,” a collection of stories 
of women from across the nation with the goal of using their writing and voices to impact policy, laws 
and treatment of incarcerated women. The event was held Wednesday in the SET-B Lecture Hall and 
included a screening of the documentary film, “Sin by Silence.” It was part of the university’s observance 
of Women’s History Month.
Sergio Salazar/Collegian
Penned in Prison
NEW YORK--The supermarket is the 
latest stop for cable television’s freak 
show.
J’aime Kirlew takes five hours to 
prepare for a trip to the grocery store, 
carrying with her a box of coupons and 
a list that shows every item the store sells 
and where it is located. She puts on her 
“game face,” applying makeup before 
heading to the checkout stand, and dances 
a jig when a nearly $2,000 shopping bill is 
reduced to $103.72.
“My image is very important to me,” 
says the paralegal from Bethesda, Md., 
on the hotly anticipated series “Extreme 
Couponing,” debuting on TLC on 
Wednesday. The show follows shoppers 
whose intense devotion to finding 
bargains can whittle a $555.44 grocery 
store bill down to $5.97.
“Extreme Couponing” adds to cable 
networks’ long list of programs about 
odd behaviors (“Hoarders”), unusual 
professions (“Ice Road Truckers”) and 
human tragedies (“Intervention”). TLC’s 
“My Strange Addiction” profiled a 
compulsive scab-picker, a woman who 
owned 20 cats despite being allergic to 
them and a woman convinced that her 
more than 200 pairs of shoes each have 
feelings.
Get it right, as History has done with 
“Pawn Stars,” and you’ve struck gold 
with a hit that can help define a network.
“Extreme Couponing” competes for 
best new show title with Discovery’s 
“Hogs Gone Wild,” about people whose 
jobs are to chase wild pigs.
TLC is excited about the show’s 
potential. The network previewed an 
episode of “Extreme Couponing” during 
the holidays last December, giving it little 
promotion. Executives hoped to get about 
1 million viewers, and instead it got more 
than twice that, said Amy Winter, the 
station’s top executive.
“It just made this absolute connection 
to our audience, who wish they could save 
money like these people,” Winter said.
Kirlew dove into coupon-cutting when 
her husband lost his job more than a year 
ago. Her local newspaper delivers bundles 
of leftover advertising inserts onto her 
sidewalk, which she uses in addition to a 
laptop computer to figure out sales.
Need a paper towel? A shower stall in 
her home is stuffed with 450 rolls of toilet 
paper and 250 rolls of paper towels. Her 
compulsiveness is also obvious in the 
supermarket aisles, when cameras catch 
her buying 62 bottles of mustard, even as 
her husband gently reminds her, “I don’t 
eat mustard.”
She leaves one plastic bottle on the 
shelf for other shoppers.
Another shopper profiled in TLC’s 
opening episode, scheduled for 8 p.m. 
Central Time, uses the house her family 
of nine owns as a storage area. She had 
to install storage shelves in her bedroom 
and stuffs toilet paper under her 2-year-
old’s bed.
“We have to keep everything 
everywhere,” said the shopper, Tiffany 
Ivanovsky of Spring, Texas. “I feel like 
the walls are just closing in on me.”
Ivanovsky estimated she has saved 
nearly $40,000 in two years of clipping 
coupons.
Fellow shoppers stand around and 
applaud when Kirlew and Ivanovsky go 
through the checkout line. The clerks, 
who have to punch in every coupon to 
their cash registers, look less happy.
“You sort of have this feeling like 
they’re getting away with something, 
but they’re not doing something wrong,” 
Winter said. “They’ve figured out the 
system.”
On a shopping trip shown during the 
first episode, the Ivanovskys figured out 
that between a store coupon and mail-in 
rebate, they were actually owed $1 for 
every box of cereal they took home. So 
they added to the stockpile of 100 cereal 
boxes already stored in their home.
Next on cable’s oddball agenda: coupon cutters 
aSSoCiaTed PreSS
Con un poco más de 2,600 estudiantes 
en cursos de educación de desarrollo ha 
surgido un nuevo programa este semestre 
de verano en UTB/TSC con el cual los 
estudiantes pueden cortar el tiempo de 
cursos remediales a la mitad. 
El Dr. Robert Lozano, fideicomisario de 
Texas Southmost College, dijo en la junta 
de la cámara directiva de fideicomisarios 
el 17 de febrero: “Uno de los problemas 
más grandes que tenemos, lo que está 
aumentando los costos para TSC es 
que los estudiantes no están preparados 
para la universidad y tienen que llevar 
muchísimos cursos remediales... y ese es 
el estudiante más caro que tenemos,”
Los cursos de vía-rápida o “fast-
track”, como se le llama a esta iniciativa, 
permiten que el estudiante complete dos 
cursos remediales en un semestre en lugar 
de hacerlo a la manera tradicional que 
tarda un año. 
Hasta ahora estos cursos parecen tener 
un mayor porcentaje de aprobación 
comparado con el 40 al 50 por ciento de 
cursos remediales tradicionales, dijo la 
directora de Estudios de Desarrollo Laura 
Villarreal.
“Nuestra nueva filosofía es de ayudar 
[a los estudiantes] cueste lo que cueste... 
simplemente guiarlos y animarlos 
para que terminen los trabajos que les 
pedimos”, dijo Villarreal.
Los tres cursos de vía-rápida son 
Lectura Universitaria 2 que se convierte 
en Lectura Universitaria 3, Álgebra 
Intermedio que se convierte en Álgebra 
Universitario y Álgebra Introductorio que 
se convierte en Álgebra Intermedio. 
Sin embargo, los cursos de vía-rápida 
no son para todo mundo. Un grupo 
selecto de estudiantes que estén en buena 
posición académica y que de preferencia 
no tengan compromisos extracurriculares 
y que hayan clasificado bien en el examen 
de COMPASS o podrán inscribirse en 
estos cursos. 
Leslie Jones, instructora técnica en 
el Departamento de Educación, está 
encargada de la sección de vía-rápida 
donde los estudiantes pasan de Lectura 
Universitaria 2 a Lectura Universitaria 3. 
Con la ayuda de una asistente, ella 
instruye a una clase de aproximadamente 
15 alumnos quienes se reúnen los lunes 
y miércoles por dos horas y los martes y 
jueves por una hora y quince minutos. 
“La idea es de instruir a los estudiantes 
por medio de una andamio o poco a poco 
incrementar sus habilidades, su nivel de 
habilidades a lo largo de las 16 semanas 
con instrucción intensiva, práctica 
intensiva y la aplicación de lo que deben 
de haber aprendido”, ella dijo. 
Por medio de la retroalimentación 
personalizada y el repaso en su curso, 
ella dice que solamente se ha salido un 
estudiante y que su clase tiene un alto 
porcentaje de aprobación. 
 “Si podemos incrementar el nivel del 
éxito y podemos incrementar el nivel de 
retención entonces podemos reducir los 
costos”, dijo Jones.
Durante el próximo semestre de mayo, 
aquellos estudiantes que hayan llegado 
cerca a aprobar las clases de refuerzo 
tendrán la oportunidad de inscribirse 
en un curso de tres semanas para poder 
retomar lo que fallaron. 
“Hemos tenido estudiantes que 
suspendieron con un 69 y lo que acontece 
es que ellos tienen que repetir la clase y 
volver a pagar”, dijo Villarreal. “Así que 
con la recuperación de crédito, les estamos 
permitiendo a los estudiantes que apenas 
suspendieran con un 60 a 69 y que hayan 
tenido buena asistencia y se empeñen. 
Vamos a tratar de darles la oportunidad de 
rehacer el trabajo que les faltó y volver a 
repetir el examen final”.
El curso de Álgebra Intermedio y 
Álgebra Universitario que está compuesto 
de 21 estudiantes lo enseña Karen Rendón, 
una instructora técnica. Rendón dijo que 
su clase comenzó con 30 estudiantes. 
“Pido que los estudiantes tengan 
una calificación de A [en Álgebra 
Introductorio] porque los cursos de 
vía-rápida son muy rápidos y muy 
demandantes”, dijo Rendón. “Estoy muy 
contenta porque muchos estudiantes van 
a alcanzar el éxito y se empeñan en este 
curso”. 
Annette Villarreal, una estudiante de 
segundo año de enfermería, no es la 
típica estudiante de cursos de vía-rápida. 
Villarreal tiene tres hijos y dijo que lo 
bonito del curso es que es automatizado 
porque todo está dentro de la computadora. 
“No venía a ciegas ya me habían 
dado una idea en el departamento de 
matemáticas que iba a ser sumamente 
rapidito y a lo mejor un poquito pesado”, 
dijo ella. “Sí está pesado pero sí se puede”.
María Teresa Hernández, estudiante de 
arquitectura de primer año comentó: “Sí 
necesitas un poco más de tiempo la verdad 
porque van muy rápido en la clase y si 
tienes que entregar muchísimos trabajos y 
hacer muchos trabajos en clase y aparte de 
eso tienes que dedicarle fuera de escuela 
no solo en clase”. 
Deloria Nanze-Davis, una profesora 
de matemáticas, usa otro método para 
enseñar su curso de Álgebra Introductorio 
y Álgebra Intermedio de 13 estudiantes. 
Nanze-Davis le llama al método el 
de lápiz-y-papel donde los estudiantes 
completan todo en etapas y los exámenes 
también son de esa manera. 
En el futuro le gustaría ver que a los 
estudiantes se les ofrezca este método. 
“Espero poder ver más clases de 
lápiz-y-papel”, dijo Nanze-Davis. “Creo 
que los estudiantes deberían de tener 
opciones. …Hay alguien al frente de la 
clase que les puede ayudar cada día y 
necesitan eso cuando están desarrollando 
sus habilidades”.  
Ariana Acuña, una estudiante de primer 
año en enfermaría, asiste a la clase de 
Nanze-Davis y está retomando Álgebra 
Introductorio y Álgebra Intermedio. Dijo 
que el método de vía-rápida le ha parecido 
mejor que el método tradicional.  
“Creo que lo que estamos haciendo 
ayuda mucho” dijo Acuña. “Había 
llevado esta clase anteriormente y tenía un 
laboratorio y la clase y era muy difícil”.
Acuña y Margarita Martínez, una 
estudiante de segundo año en educación, 
prefieren este método y les gustaría que 
tuvieran la opción de lápiz-y-papel para el 
curso de Álgebra Universitario.
Muchos estudiantes en los cursos de vía-
rápida de matemáticas están de acuerdo 
con lo que dice Elvis Reid, un estudiante 
de primer año de educación, que para 
alcanzar el éxito uno debe mantenerse al 
corriente con los trabajos y no atrasarse.
“Ve a clase cada día, esfuérzate. Trátala 
como una clase muy, muy importante 
porque son muchas cosas en un día”, dijo 
Reid. “Cubres como todo un capítulo 
en como un día. Se dedicado, ese es mi 
consejo”. 
Para el semestre de otoño 2011, se 
ofrecerán dos clases de lectura y tres de 
matemáticas por vía-rápida. Aparte de 
cursos por vía-rápida existe otra opción, 
la de cursos legados donde se le quita 
el bloque y el estudiante lleva una clase 
de gobierno o de comunicación con una 
remedial como la de lectura. Esta opción 
permite que los estudiantes pongan en 
práctica lo que aprenden en el curso 
remedial.  







Ciudad Natal: Matamoros, Tamaulipas, México.
Promedio: 3.6
Especialidad: Educación especial
Clasificación: Estudiante de cuarto año
Fecha de graduación: Diciembre 2011
Reconocimientos: Lista del Decano: Verano I 2009, 
Primavera 2010, Verano I 2010, Otoño 2010; Lista de la 
Rectora: Otoño 2009.
Pasatiempos: “Me gusta ver la televisión, usar la 
computadora, que es lo que más hago. Me gusta ir al 
gimnasio, bailar, cantar, de todo un poco”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Voy al gimnasio; hago 
aerobics y zumba y me gusta nadar”.
¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? “En una escuela primaria, 
secundaria o [preparatoria] como maestra de educación 
especial”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Terminar mi bachillerato en 
diciembre de este año y próximamente poder obtener mi 
maestría y en un futuro mi doctorado”.
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 años? “Tendría 30 años, 
entonces terminando mi doctorado, tal vez”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “Me gusta su 
ambiente; las personas son muy amables. Siempre 
cualquier persona que volteas a ver te sonríe”.
¿Qué te gustaría aportar a la universidad? “Más 
maestros, más clases en educación y las que se requieran 
porque sé que muchos alumnos no toman sus clases 
porque no las pueden tomar en tal semestre”.
¿Qué lección has aprendido durante el semestre 
pasado que te ha hecho pensar de otra manera? “Lo 
que sí es esforzarse, ser paciente y que las cosas no se 
obtienen de una fácil manera. Con tu esfuerzo lo puedes 
conseguir”.
¿Cuál es tu clase preferida? ¿Por qué? “[Teaching 
Music in Elementary School] MUSI 1304, la tomé en 
Primavera 2009 y fue la mejor clase. Fui con los niños, 
les enseñamos varias canciones, bailamos, cantamos, 
¡hicimos un show!”
Anécdota: “Las primeras semanas que vine aquí a UTB, 
un día llovió bastantísimo y traía una blusa amarilla y 
unas sandalias y me mojé completísima de pies a cabeza 
y pues llegaba a los salones bien mojada con el pelo 
mojadísimo y horrible, parecía que me había bañado 
pero con ropa--jaja”. 
 --Recopilado por Daniel Beltrán
ChristophEr pEña/CollEgian
Vía-rápida: ¿estás listo para el desafío?
sErgio salazar/CollEgian
En la clase de Álgebra Introductorio y Álgebra Intermedio de Deloria Nanze-Davis, los estudiantes aprenden 
por medio del método de lápiz-y-papel donde escriben todas las etapas matemáticas a mano.
As long as most baseball seasons are, 
one would be hard-pressed not to find a 
team, whether good or great, that doesn’t 
endure some lull during its campaign.
After starting the season with an 
impressive 25-6 record, the UTB/TSC 
Baseball Team is going through its 
inevitable spell as the Scorpions have 
dropped eight of 11 games. The results of 
the Red River Athletic Conference series 
against Texas College were not available 
at press time.
With the season winding down, Coach 
Bryan Aughney said he’d like to see 
the mentality his team carried from last 
season that helped UTB/TSC reach the 
NAIA National Tournament for the first 
time in school history.
“We’re struggling for that killer 
instinct,” Aughney said. “Last year we 
played with a chip on our shoulder. We had 
that scrappy mentality that we’re going to 
kick, scratch, fight and find a way to win. 
[This year] I see it some days with this 
group and some days I don’t. We can be 
one of the top teams in the country, or not. 
It’s whichever way we want to go with it.” 
The Scorpions can refer back to the 
March 25-26 series against Northwood 
University, where the team was swept and 
pushed back into third place in RRAC 
conference standing or games, such as 
last Tuesday’s 6-1 loss to Texas A&M 
International University, a team they 
haven’t lost to in three seasons.
Team Captain Matt Warner is hoping the 
loss to TAMIU is the push in the back that 
puts the red back in the Scorpions’ eyes.
“For them to beat us was kind of a 
reality check,” Warner said. “It’s going to 
light a fire and we’re going to go out there 
and get wins. There has got to be a way 
to keep that switch on and leave it on if 
we’re going to have any success the rest 
of the season, especially with as far as we 
want to go. We’ve got the talent; we just 
need to have that fire and passion to carry 
us through.”
One of the bright spots during the 
Scorpions’ slight downfall has been the 
emergence of catcher Jeff Allen (.329 
BA, 13 RBI’s), who can attest to what his 
coach would like to see out of the team. 
Allen said their confidence hasn’t shaken 
but is cognizant with the schedule ahead 
that UTB/TSC must show no mercy to the 
opposition.
 “It’s very important,” Allen said about 
the team finding its killer mentality. 
“Especially with the teams we’re going 
to face, these guys are good teams. If we 
get them down, we’ve got to step on their 
throats. If we let those teams back into 
games, they can beat us.”
There is no doubt the seniors on the 
roster will have to reignite the  team to 
get them back on track and Aughney, as 
well as the rest of the team, know that’s 
what it’ll likely boil down to.
“Our go-to guys need to start stepping 
up,” Aughney said. “And with this group, 
that’s our seniors. We’ve got a lot of older 
guys in a lot of spots, so we’re definitely 
going to start leaning on them to get us 
out of this. They are the group that led us 
to our success last year and I know they 
can do it [this year].”
The UTB/TSC Men’s Golf Team shot a 
final round 320 to take fourth place at the 
Northwood University Spring Invitational 
last Tuesday at Thorntree Country Club in 
DeSoto.
There were five teams in the tournament, 
four of which will be a part of the Red 
River Athletic Conference Tournament 
hosted by UTB/TSC April 25-26 at the 
South Padre Island Golf Course in Laguna 
Vista.
First-year Coach Anthony Lopez said 
the Northwood Invitational was a final 
gauge to see where his squad stands 
against the better teams in the conference.
The Scorpions shot rounds of 334 
and 325 in the first two rounds of the 
invitational and in the final round its 320 
was only nine shots back of the low team 
total for the day. 
“This past tournament was our final 
preparation for conference,” Lopez said. 
“What I’ve realized [is] that when you 
break it down by round, we are not very 
far from the teams that are winning golf 
tournaments. We are two or three shots 
per round and per player from being right 
there. What we’re working on is staying 
as positive as we can and figure out where 
we are losing three or four shots a round.
“We are so far off from where we can 
be. It’s frustrating for them and for me 
that we are not capitalizing and getting it 
done, that’s the main difference.”
Adam Haley led the Scorpions, shooting 
rounds of 83 and 78 on April 4, followed 
by a 79 for a team-best 239.
“I went into the tournament 
uncomfortable,” Haley said. “It was 
extremely windy and it was a very tight 
course, I tried to keep it cool. Even 
though the score wasn’t great it was a 
good confidence booster and I know I’ve 
improved a lot the last two years. Going 
into conference I feel pretty good. It’s my 
favorite course in the Valley. Our team 
is looking pretty solid. We haven’t had a 
great tournament all year and, hopefully, 
conference is the  turnaround so we can 
make it to nationals.
Marcus Cavazos put up an 80 on the 
total sheet for a 241, while Matt Cadriel 
and Anthony Milligan each shot 253. 
Vince Cavazos, Marcus’ brother, was one 
shot behind his teammates with a 254.
Playing as an individual senior, Matthew 
Mah shot a 277 with rounds of 94, 90 
and 93 for what is ostensibly his final 
collegiate golf tournament.
While the spring tournaments haven’t 
gone according to plan, Lopez said he still 
believes if the Scorpions can find a way 
to have everything gel during conference 
play, his team can make some noise. 
“If we get five guys to put together three 
solid rounds of golf, I can’t say we should 
win but we’ll be extremely tough to beat,” 
Lopez said. “It’s our home course, it’s 
the great equalizer. We have home-field 
advantage and we just have to capitalize 
on it.”
Lopez said the five-man team to 
represent Scorpions would be decided in 




Scorpions looking for missing ‘killer instinct’
UTB/TSC Coach Bryan Aughney and catcher Gus Henggeler look toward the infield Feb. 1 in their home 
opener against Texas A&M International University at Scorpion Field.
Men’s golf finishes strong but stays locked in fourth
Members of the Hustlaz defeated the C18 4-0 for the women’s intramural championship soccer game on April 
1 on the REK Center field. Shown (seated, from left) are Maleny Delgado, Jay Montiel and Yhajaira Zavala. 
Standing: Jennifer Caraveo, Jessica Escandón, Karla Hernandez, Alejandra Delgado and Tiffany Hernandez..
 ChriStophEr pEña/ CollEgian photoS
Senior Spanish translator Sergio Martinez of team 
Los Amigos de la Makina (left) fights for the ball 
against senior psychology major Ruben Chipuli 
of the Aztecas during the men’s intramural soccer 
championship April 1 on the REK Center field. Los 
Amigos de la Makina beat the Aztecas 4-1.
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Anthony Milligan is shown on Feb. 21 after hitting his 
tee shot on No. 18 at the Eddie Lucio Invitational at 
the South Padre Island Golf Course.
Sophomore international business major Diego 
Gonzalez of team Campus Rec dribbles past biology 
freshman Katellen Gomes of team Rampage during 
the co-ed intramural championship soccer game 
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